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ABSTRACT: This paper provides a brief review of investigations of the spider mite fauna of Kyrgyzstan. 5 species—Eotetrany-

chus libocedri, Eo. tiliarum, Eo. thujae, Oligonychus karamatus and O. lagodechii—were recorded from Kyrgyzstan for the first 
time. In addition, the presence of O. piceae in the studied region has been confirmed. Thus, the tetranychids fauna of Kyrgyzstan 
consists of 58 species.
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INTRODUCTION

The spider mite fauna of Kyrgyzstan has been 
studied fragmentarily. Some of the first records are 
those of Tetranychus species on Gossypium1 and 

Malus (Karavaeva and Rudakov 1956, 1957), 
Bryobia rubrioculus (Scheuten, 1857) on fruit trees 

(Karavaeva and Rudakov 1957; Karavaeva and 
Romanenko 1958; Wainstein 1960), Bryobia lon-

gisetus Reck, 1947 on Verbascum (Romanenko 

1958) and Eotetranychus populi (Koch, 1838) on 
Populus and Salix (Karavaeva and Romanenko 
1958; Romanenko 1958, 1962, 1981). Mitrofanov 

et al. (1987) recorded Eurytetranychus furcisetus 

Wainstein, 19562 from Kyrgyzstan.
A little-known summary paper on the spider 

mite fauna of Kyrgyzstan, based on original col-
lections, was published by Strunkova (1988). It 

includes information on the species distribution in 

the studied region, the description of host plants 

and a qualitative assessment of the studies species’ 

harmfulness. In Strunkova’s (1988) paper, 51 spe-

cies of Tetranychidae, considering currently ac-

cepted taxonomy, are listed: 

— Subfamily Tetranychinae (20): Amphitet-

ranychus viennensis (Zacher, 1920), Eotetrany-

chus latifrons Wainstein, 1954, Eo. populi (Koch, 
1838), Eo. pruni (Oudemans, 1931), Eurytet-

ranychoides thujae (Reck, 1947), Eurytetranychus 

furcisetus, Oligonychus kobachidzei (Reck, 1947), 

1 The habitation of Tetranychus urticae Koch, 1835 on 
cotton (Karavaeva and Rudakov 1956) is erroneous, 
because Strunkova (1983, 1988) showed that T. turke- 

stani is widespread on this crop in Central Asia, includ-

ing Kyrgyzstan.
2 This species, along with Oligonychus unnunguis, was 

noted by Zavodchikova and Zavodchikova (2011) as a 

pest of coniferous trees in Kyrgyzstan.

O. longiclavatus (Reck, 1953), O. ununguis (Ja-

cobi, 1905), Panonychus ulmi (Koch, 1836), 
Schizotetranychus halimodendri Wainstein, 1958, 

S. ugarovi Wainstein, 1960, Tetranychus bonda-

renkoi Mitrofanov, 1980, T. lonicerae Beglyarov 

and Mitrofanov, 1973, T. pamiricus Mitrofanov 

and Strunkova, 1980, T. polygoni Beglyarov and 

Mitrofanov, 1973, T. przhevalskii Reck, 1956, 

T. sawzdargi Mitrofanov, 1980, T. similis Wain-

stein, 1958, T. turkestani (Ugarov and Nikolskii, 

1937); 

— Subfamily Bryobiinae (31): Aplonobia eu-

rotiae (Mitrofanov and Strunkova, 1975), Bryobia 

artemisiae Bagdasarian, 1951, B. borealis Oude-

mans, 1930, B. confusa Livshits and Mitrofanov, 

1966, B. graminum (Schrank, 1781), B. gusharien-

sis Livshits and Mitrofanov, 1972, B. kakuliana 

Reck, 1956, B. lagodechiana Reck, 1953, B. liv- 

schitzi Mitrofanov and Strunkova, 1968, B. longi-

setis, B. lonicerae Reck, 1956, B. macrotibialis 

Mathys, 1962, B. montana Mitrofanov, 1973, 

B. oblonga Livshits and Mitrofanov, 1968, B. os-

terloffi Reck, 1947, B. pamirica Mitrofanov, 1973, 

B. parietariae Reck, 1947, B. reckiana Mitrofanov 

and Strunkova, 1968, B. rubrioculus, B. strunkovae 

Mitrofanov, 1968, B. tadjikistanica Livshits and 

Mitrofanov, 1968, B. ulmophila Reck, 1947, 

B. vasiljevi Reck, 1953, Georgiobia richteri (Bag-

dasarian, 1954), Hystrichonychus pamirica Mitro-

fanov and Strunkova, 1969, Paraplonobia echi-

nopsili Wainstein, 1960, Petrobia latens (Müller, 

1776), Tetranycopsis cerasi Strunkova, 1969, 

T. kuzminae Strunkova, 1969, T. matikashviliae 

Reck, 1953, T. spiraeae Reck, 1948.

However, the paper by Strunkova (1988) did 

not contain the following species: 
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— Oligonychus piceae (Reck, 1953) on Pinus 

sylvestris near Lake Issyk-Kul (Ponomareva and 
Gabrid 1981);

— Tetranycopsis horridus (Canestrini and 

Fanzago, 1876) on the plants of Corylus sp., which 

were introduced from the Caucasus (Romanenko, 

1962, 1981).

The present study provides new data on the 

tetranychid fauna of Kyrgyzstan.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The collections were carried out by the author 

in 2019. The specimens were preserved in 70% 

ethanol. Slides were prepared using Hoyer’s medium 

(Walter and Krantz 2009). Mites were identified 
using the ZEISS Axio Imager 2 and the Levenhuk 

MED D45T LCD phase-contrast microscopes.

Materials and slides are stored in the acaro-

logical cabinet of the All-Russian Plant Quarantine 

Centre (VNIIKR, Bykovo, Moskovskaya Oblast, 
Russia) and partly in the author’s personal collec-

tion (Moscow, Russia).

SYSTEMATICS

Family Tetranychidae Donnadieu, 1875

Subfamily Tetranychinae Berlese, 1913

Tribe Tetranychini Reck, 1950

Genus Eotetranychus Oudemans, 1931

Eotetranychus libocedri  

(McGregor, 1936)

Material. 15 females, 5 males, Bishkek, orna-

mental planting area, 42°52ʹ52ʺN, 74°35ʹ50ʺE, on 
Thuja occidentalis, 19 August 2019.

Remarks. This species was recorded from 

Kyrgyzstan for the first time.

Eotetranychus tiliarium  

(Hermann, 1804)

Material. 4 females, 3 males, the Ala-Archa 

Park, 42°33ʹ24ʺN, 74°29ʹ14ʺE, on Rosa sp., 20 

August 2019.

Remarks. This species was recorded from 

Kyrgyzstan for the first time.

Eotetranychus thujae  

(McGregor, 1950)

Material. 4 females, 1 male, Bishkek, the Kara- 
Jygach Park, ornamental planting area, 42°53ʹ45ʺN, 
74°37ʹ1ʺE, on Thuja occidentalis, 22 August 2019.

Remarks. This species was recorded from 

Kyrgyzstan for the first time.

Genus Oligonychus Berlese, 1886

Oligonychus karamatus  

(Ehara, 1956)

Material. 6 females, Issyk-Kul Region, Chok 
Tal, ornamental planting area, 42°34ʹ44ʺN, 76°45ʹ 
16ʺE, on Larix sp., 25 August 2019.

Remarks. This species was recorded from 

Kyrgyzstan for the first time.

Oligonychus lagodechii Livshits  

and Mitrofanov, 1969

Material. 16 females, 2 males, Issyk-Kul Re-

gion, Chok Tal, ornamental planting area, 42°34ʹ 
45ʺN, 76°45ʹ16ʺE, on Thuja occidentalis, Junipe-

rus sp., 25 August 2019.

Remarks. This species was recorded from 

Kyrgyzstan for the first time.

Oligonychus piceae  

(Reck, 1953)

Material. 3 females, Bishkek, the Kara-Jygach 
Park, 42°53ʹ53ʺN, 74°37ʹ8ʺE, on Pinus sylvestris, 

22 August 2019.

Remarks. Previous record of this species from 

Kyrgyzstan by Ponomareva and Gabrid (1981) has 
been confirmed.
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